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BACK TO SCHOOL MESSAGE  

FROM THE 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

W elcome back! I hope everyone experienced an enjoyable 

and healthy summer. I am looking forward to 

working with the parents, students and staff to make 

the 2016-2017 school year a successful and rewarding one for 

our students.  

A s we enter the 2016-2017 school year, we look with  

enthusiasm as we continue to expand our technology 

initiative for the students of the Roselle Park School District. 

This year’s plan will be expanded to provide the high school   

students with a 1:1 laptop opportunity.  As you know, one of 

our district goals is to prepare students with the necessary skills 

to compete in an ever changing technological world. Our    

technology plan will increase the device ratio for all students 

and enhance the integration of technology in our curriculum. 

This will result in our students becoming better prepared for 

21st century learning. As we plan our school activities for the 

2016-2017 school year, we will continue to monitor the 2015-16 

school year goals. In our annual review of the district’s       

strategic plan, we are pleased to announce that we have met or 

surpassed most of our goals for the year. 

T he success of our programs and initiatives could not have 

been possible without the support of the staff, parents 

and community members. I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank and congratulate everyone on our continued success. 

I  would like to wish all of our students much success during 

the 2016-2017 school year.          

         Pedro Garrido 

Above:  The 5th graders at Robert 

Gordon work diligently on their 

laptops in the new classroom.  

 

Above from l to r: Giuseppe Spano and 

Sebastian Santana in the listening to 

reading center. 

Above:  Clive Zdanowicz and Lily Vita 
from Ms. Bernardine Scholz's first grade 

class diligently working on their laptops 
in the media center at Sherman School.  
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Above: The staff at RPHS start the school year by taking a stand 

against harassment, intimidation and bullying. 

Above: A student in Miss 
Grace Lopez’ class 

works on graphing 
during center time. 

Above: Miss Sabrina’s class learn 
the song, “Itsy Bitsy Spider” in 

Spanish with Senora Rios. 

Above: RPHS students take part in the 

annual Club Fair held on September 

23rd     in the media center. The Garden Club 

is just one of 23 extracurricular activities 

available for the students. 

Above: Students from Miss Kelly’s class at EJF-Aldene play 
the piano during music with Mrs. Allison Cogswell. 

Above: Ms. Kelley O’Neill’s students proudly display 
certificates from their first day of first grade. 

In the photo above, left, students in Miss Kelly O’Neill’s class 
listen to stories. In the photo above, right students work to 

create crafts. 

Above: Students in Mrs. Karen Ruby’s class at the RPHS 
work in their classrooms on their laptop computers. 

Above: Julio Ramos, Jonathan 
Nistal, and Erik Fernandez planting 

lettuce in biodegradable pots at 
Dreyer Farms, in Cranford, NJ. 
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Above:  Student Council speeches were held in the 
middle school. 

Above:  Three students from Miss 

Jill’s Pre-K class tasting apples as 

part of their Apple Unit at the ECC!  

Pictured are Christian T., Eden H., 

and Deval P. 

SUPERHEROES 

FOR BENNY 

s tudents in Ms. Megan’s Pre-K 
class colored pictures of 

superheroes for Ben, a little boy 
who is currently undergoing 

treatment for cancer. Part of the 
“Superheroes for Benny” campaign 
is to collect pictures and drawings 
to help lift Ben’s spirits during his 

treatments.  Everyone in the class 
wore yellow  on September 23 to 
show support for Childhood Cancer 
Awareness month.  

Above, from l to r are: 
Parker I., Madison T., 

and Malick G. tasting 
apples. 

RPMS STUDENTS 

CONNECT WITH RESPECT 

R PMS was proud to display 

their theme for this year, 

“Connect with Respect”, on 

Back to School Night which was 

held on September 19, 2016. 

P a r en t  a t t en danc e  wa s 

tremendous!  The display can 

be seen in the photo at left. 

LEARNING ABOUT APPLES! 

M iss Jill Bury’s Pre-K class 

tasted apples as part of their 

Apple Unit. Students then chose 

their favorite type of apple to create 

a class graph. 

Damain Czernikowski Rachel Leone 

Angelyse Estevez  Jasmine Perez 

Edward Hummel Olivia Ranieri 

Junaid Ilyas Allan Salazar 

Anastasia Arvelo-Rosado Jakup Velija 

RP MIDDLE SCHOOL COUNCIL OF TEN 
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Above:  Student’s in Mrs. Sheila 
O’Reilly’s second grade class at EJF-

Aldene discuss their reading goals. 

Above: Third grade students in Mrs. 
Alexandra Martinho’s class just 

finished writing what respect means 
to them on their “Respect Links’.” 

Above: Mrs. Dina Cashin’s kindergarten 
class learned expectations and 

procedures for the Read to Self center.  
Sitting from l to r are her students’ Cole 

Booth and Jason Burns. 

Above:  Mrs. Stephanie Leonardis’ kindergarten students learn how to respect 
each other by learning all about a new friend! 

Above: Students in Mrs. Andrea 
Cruz’s fourth grade class at 

EJF-Aldene share posters 
about themselves and learn 

about respecting each other. 

Above: EJF-Aldene kindergarten 
students in Mrs. Carrie Russoniello’s 

Art class are learning how to make 
line art! 

Above: Mrs. Jennifer Durkin’s second grade students working hard in 
writing workshop. 
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Above: Fifth grade students in 
Miss Gina Faria’s class are 

deconstructing poetry about 
respect. 

Above: Mrs. Dina Cashin’s kindergarten 
class finished their All About Me book. 

Students learned to give compliments 
and suggestions for their writing. Sitting 

from l to r are Summer Courtney and 
Genna Murray-Padavano.  

Above: First grade students hang 
“Respect Links” around the school 

to symbolize how everyone at EJF-
Aldene supports one another. 
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RG BRANIACS  
ATTEND THE BRAIN SHOW 

S tudents and staff at Robert Gordon took 
turns participating in The Brain Show, an 

engaging school assembly show, that is very 
similar to a real live TV game show. Colorful 

podiums with computerized lights were set up 
to help present an entertaining, yet          
educational platform. The interactive quiz 

show is a great way to involve the students, as 
well as their teachers for a challenging and 

fun experience. 

T he Brain Show can be adapted to meet the 

curriculum needs of schools. Educational 
questions are submitted by teachers, and can 

be incorporated into the game show to test  
students on topics they have recently cov-

ered.  Students and staff at Robert Gordon 
enjoyed being part of this educational experi-

ence. In the photo above, RG teachers    
pictured from l to r: are Mrs. Ann Nitche,    

Mr. Helio Tevar, Mrs. Patricia  Ruggiero,  
Mrs. Dina Ortizio, Mrs. Rachel Siegel, Mrs. 

Amanda Batista, Coach Brian Lowe and Mrs. 
Jean Erbeck. 

RG KINDERGARTENERS 

HAVE A PUBLISING PARTY! 

S tudents from Dawn Marie Warren’s kindergarten class had a publishing party! 

We paired up with fifth graders from Mrs. July Bennett's class to read our 

published pieces. The big kids asked the kindergarteners questions, gave them 

compliments, and advised them on how they could improve their writing. We 

enjoyed some snacks and had a lot of fun! See the four photos above and the  

photo at left. 

WE REMEMBER 

R G students, staff 

a nd  pa r e n t s 
watch as the Girl 

Scouts raise the flag 
on September 11 in 

honor of Patriots Day. 

ROBERT GORDON’S 

BACK TO SCHOOL MURAL 

U nder the supervision of Ms. Gina 

Cesaro, RG students from kindergar-

ten through fifth grade created a mural 

using a limited color palette. Kindergarten 

and first grade students collaboratively 

made the  borders using only the specific 

color they were assigned, (red, orange, 

yellow, green, blue or purple). 

S econd through fourth grade students 

were asked to do a self-portrait in the 

same manner. Fifth graders composed 

their image using a single color for the 

main   features and an analogous color for 

the accents. Ms.  Cesaro assembled all the 

images that are in the mural after a week 

of getting to know her students. The   

students put a great deal of effort into 

this project.  Wonderful job! The mural 

can be seen in the photo above. 



FLASHLIGHT FRIDAY! 

T hird grade students in Mrs. Denise Matarante 

and Mrs. Kathleen Frees -Kroboth’s  class 

participated in “Flashlight Friday!”   

S tudents used finger flashlights to make reading 

fun during independent reading time.  Just for 

fun, students did some colorful “disco” lighting in 

the classroom before they got down to the real 

business of reading.  See the photo at left.  

KIM LOPES JOINS THE SHERMAN FAMILY 

N ew to the Sherman School staff in the Special Education department is Mrs. Kim 
Lopes. Kim completed her student teaching at Robert Gordon School before 

graduating with her Master’s Degree from New Jersey City University (NJCU). Mrs. 
Lopes has been working with students in the district in various capacities for the past 
ten years.  Mrs. Lopes says, “I am so happy to be a part of a district that I hold so close 
to my heart.”  In her free time, she enjoys running and has competed in many 5K races 
and Triathlons. When she is not running you can find her reading a good book!  Kim is 
in the photo at left. 
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SHERMAN WELCOMES LAURA MANZO 

N ew to Sherman’s main office is Mrs. Laura Manzo, School Secretary. Mrs. 
Manzo is delighted to be at Sherman School. She was formally the guidance 

office secretary at the Middle School. She absolutely loves children and working 
with people which makers her a perfect fit!  This summer, Mrs. Manzo and her 
husband celebrated 25 years of marital bliss while living in Roselle Park. She has 
two RPHS graduates now in college and two dogs and one cat. For the last 
thirteen years, Mrs. Manzo has also worked as a nail technician at J&K Nail 
Salon in Kenilworth.  She thanks everyone for their warm welcome to Sherman 
School!   Laura is in the photo at right. 

BULLIES TO BUDDIES WORKSHOP 

I n a joint effort by the three elementary PTA/PTOs and 

in honor of Bullying Prevention Month, a parent 
workshop was held at Sherman on October 20th.   
 

T itled Bullies to Buddies and led by Connie Palmer, 
LCSW, through role play, the workshop taught 

parents the same strategies Connie showed our students 
to help them stand up to bullying. Bullies to Buddies 

teaches how to respond to a bully in a way that 

immediately decreases the incidence of bullying and 

increases resilience. See the photo above. 

ROCK CYCLE PROJECTS 

M iss Katie Jones’ fifth grade class demonstrated their 

knowledge of the rock cycle through various creative 

methods including posters, raps, skits, and multimedia 

projects.  Pictured in the photo above, at left, is Brandon 

Garcia with his rock cycle poster. Pictured in the photo 

above, at right, are Xavier Padilla and Bradley Perez 

performing their “Rock Cycle Rap!” 
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RP STUDENTS’ ART SELECTED FOR  FALL EXHIBIT  

E ight RP students had their artwork exhibited at the Fall Art Exhibit sponsored by 
the Art Educators of New Jersey.  The student artists were honored on September 

25 at the NJPAC Center in Newark.  Their artworks were one of only 30 chosen from 
all over the state of NJ.  The artwork will be on display in the Victoria Theatre 
through November. The honored students were: Sherman: Iris Alonso, Karly Donnelly, 
Dannica Solomatin and Derek Wenskoski; Middle School: Olivia Qiu; High School:  
Casey Crown, Zuriel Infante and Brisa Roca. 

IRIS’ CAT CHOSEN FOR CALENDAR 

I ris Alonso, a first grader at Sherman School, has 
had her artwork selected for the Art Educator’s of 

NJ’s 2017 Calendar! 

H er Artwork and 11 others from around the state 
of New Jersey will be featured on the calendar 

and are on exhibit at the NJ PAC Center in Newark 
through November 13th. Iris’ artwork is a cat water-
color painting that she created in kindergarten. Her 
artwork was selected from over 100 entries from 
around the state! Congratulations Iris!  Iris can be seen   
in the photo at left, standing in front of her “Cat” 

watercolor. 

Above: Art on display at the 
Roselle Park Loves the Arts 

Festival. 

Above: Olivia Qiu, a middle 
school 8th grade student whose 

artwork was chosen for the 
AENJ calendar and her art 

work is hanging at the NJPAC. 

Above:  “Educator’s Art Show” and “Faculty Art Show” is a collage of photos of the 
Middle School Educator’s art at the RP Love the Arts Festival.  The remaining photos 

are of the RP Middle School student art show. 

ROSELLE PARK LOVES THE ARTS FESTIVAL! 

R oselle Park students from all five district schools had artwork on display at the Roselle Park Loves the Arts Festival 

held on September 24th.  The festival was held on Chestnut Street and is a celebration of art, in all its various forms.  

The festival featured professional artists and performers from Roselle Park and surrounding towns. 

D istrict students had artwork exhibited in the gym of the Anthony Signorello Youth Center.  Over 100 pieces of  

students’ art from were selected to represent the art curriculum. 

D istrict teachers and staff also exhibited their own artwork at the Casano Center in the first RP Educators Art Exhibit.  

Over 50 pieces of art were displayed from teachers and staff from the five schools.  Many thanks to our great art 

teachers for creating these exhibits: Carrie Russoniello, Tina Jones, Terry Scutro, Joanna Netta and Gina Parducci-Cesaro. 



 

For more information, contact   

District Public 504 Compliance        

Coordinator, Mrs. Susan Carlstrom 

at (908) 241-4550. 

: 

For more information contact     

District Affirmative Action Officer, 

Mrs. Paula Sicignano at  

(908) 298-6835 
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